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action can be opened to us. They feel, therefore, that every
possible eflFort should be made to ensure independence and
that freedom of action which is so urgently needed. This is
the origin of my appeal to the British Power to end im-
mediately the unnatural connection between Britain and
India.

Unless we make the effort there is grave danger of
public feeling in India going into wrong and harmful
channels. There is every likelihood of subterranean sym-
pathy for Japan growing simply in order to weaken and
oust British authority in India. This feeling may take the
place of robust confidence in our ability never to look to
outsiders for help in winning our freedom. We have to learn
self-reliance and develop the strength to work qut .our own
salvation. This is only possible if we make a ^determined
eflFort to free ourselves from bondage. That freedom has
become a present necessity to enable us to take our due
place among the free nations of the world.

To make it perfectly clear that we want to prevent
in every way Japanese aggression, I would personally
agree, that the Allied Powers might, under treaty with us,
keep their armed forces in India and use the country as
a base for operation against the threatened Japanese attack.

I need hardly give you my assurance that, as the author
of the new move in India, I shall take no hasty action.
And whatever action I may recommend will be governed
by the consideration that it should not injure China, or
encourage Japanese aggression in India or China. I am try-
ing to enlist world opinion in favour of a proposition which
to me appears self-proved and which must lead to the
strengthening of India's and China's defence. I am also
educating public opinion in India and conferring with my
colleagues. Needless to say, any movement against the
British Government with which I may be connected will
be essentially non-violent. I am straining every nerve to
avoid a conflict with British authority. But if in the
vindication of the freedom which has become an imme-
diate desideratum,, this becomes inevitable, I shall not
hesitate to run any risk however great.